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for he wished to observe again, and observe closely, how
Socrates pursued the theme of the spirit's detachment from
the flesh, which had dominated his own mind in the library
of the Castle. It seemed at first that Socrates was at fault.
Thought was best, he argued, when she took leave of the
body and had no bodily sense or desire, and he added that
a true philosopher must have a firm conviction that only
after death might he find wisdom in her purity. This was
good reason that a philosopher should welcome death, but
was it equally good reason, as Socrates appeared to believe,
that a man, while living, should struggle continually to
separate soul from body—"to live as nearly as he can in
a state of death?" For if separation of soul from body
was impossible in this world, as Socrates himself allowed,
would not the body, crying out against the stress of at-
tempted separation, become a more conspicuous part of
consciousness than when the impossible detachment was
not attempted?
Folding the book against him and leaning back on his
pillow, Lewis wondered what the answer of Socrates
would be. "Each man must strike his balance between soul
and body according to his nature/* Socrates might say,
but this reply would be in conflict with his own argument
that men should study "to live as nearly as they can in a
state of death." For, to live in a state of death, Lewis
thought, is to seek not a middle way, but an extreme; it is
to separate and unbalance, not to balance, the soul and
the body. In this Socrates is an extremist, he said, picking
up the book, and runs on the same path with mediaeval
asceticism.
Was that true? He looked out across the dark room
questioningly, as though the philosopher were before him
and he might read his face. He felt that he had been arro-
gant, and must certainly have been blind, in thus disputing
with one whom it was necessary only to understand. How
of ten before had he, in common with S ocrates *s own disciples,
imagined that he had his master in a corner! He turned
back the pages that he might follow the argument again,
and, as he read, he saw that there were indeed logical dis-

